Your guide to WJEA’s

J-DAY EAST
Journalism Day
Monday, October 31, 2022
Sponsored on campus by the
Whitworth Department of Communication Studies

Welcome!
On behalf of the WJEA and Whitworth University, welcome to
J-Day East 2022, an opportunity for high school newspapers,
yearbooks and broadcasters to sharpen and expand writing,
editing, publication and broadcast skills.
We are glad that you are here!

The Washington Journalism
Education Association and its
parent organization, the national
Journalism Education Association,
provide professional support to
journalism educators and advisers
of student media. Through its
training programs, scholarships,
competitions and networking, WJEA gives advisers and their
students tools to maintain a strong and free scholastic press,
fundamental to teaching democratic principles. Learn more:

wjea.org.

Department of Communication Studies
The Whitworth Communication Studies Department provides
students with the theories and skills necessary for effective
communication in diverse contexts. The department offers a
major in communication with tracks in journalism and media
studies, general communication, speech communication and
strategic communication as well as minors in visual
communication, communication and technology and
communication and culture.
Whitworth Communication Studies graduates use their skills in
careers in journalism, public relations, corporate communication,
nonprofit communication, government affairs, human resources,
ministry, education and more. For more information, visit

whitworthcommstudies.org.

J-Day Schedule
9-10 a.m. Welcome
Keynote: Taylor Maggiacomo
“Telling a Story with Infographics”
Robinson Teaching Theater, Weyerhaeuser Hall
Taylor Maggiacomo is an award-winning
Graphic Editor and science illustrator
working in Washington, D.C. at National Geographic where
she creates engaging visual journalism and communicates complex
scientific topics through infographics and data visualization. Taylor
holds a graduate certificate in Natural Science Illustration from
California State University, Monterey Bay, and a B.S. in Biology
and minor in Art from Carnegie Mellon University. Her work has
been recognized by the Society of News Design, the Malofiej
Infographics World Summit, and the Society of Publication
Designers.
10-10:15 a.m. Break
10:15-11:15 a.m. Workshop break-out session #1
Weyerhaeuser Hall
11:15 a.m. -12:30 p.m. Lunch
Students who prepaid get their lunch at the HUB cafeteria.
12:30-1:30 p.m. Workshop break-out session #2
Weyerhaeuser Hall
1:30-1:40 p.m. Break
1:40-2:30 p.m. Closing session

Session 1: 10:15-11:15 a.m.
Workshop

Great for…

Room

Adviser's roundtable

Advisers

Weyr 302

Ask us anything with
Bradley Warren &
Jenny Power

Broadcast, reporters

Weyr 111

Basics of interviewing

Reporters, writers

Weyr 203

Behind the book:
Marketing and
business development
of yearbook programs

Yearbook

Weyr 305

Editing for champions

Editors

Weyr 303

Not the same ole'
story

Editors, writers

Weyr 205

Photography is rolling
with the punches

Photographers

Weyr 102

Q&A with keynote
presenter Taylor
Maggiacomo

All

Weyr 304

Sourcing

Reporters

Weyr 103

What makes a great
Yearbook,
yearbook photograph? photograpers

Weyr 204

Session 2: 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Workshop

Great for…

Room

Basics of interviewing

Reporters, writers

Weyr 203

Behind the book:
Marketing and
business development
of yearbook programs

Yearbook

Weyr 305

Building better
captions

Writers, editors,
photographers

Weyr 304

Broadcast

Weyr 111

Photographers,
yearbook

Weyr 204

Photography is rolling
with the punches

Photographers

Weyr 102

Pics or it didn't
happen... Or did it?

Reporters, writers

Weyr 205

Editors, leadership

Weyr 103

Designers, yearbook,
newspapers

Weyr 303

All

Weyr 302

Effective announcing
for radio and
podcasting
How to use your
camera to take great
yearbook photos

Servant leadership:
What it means to be a
student leader in and
out of the newsroom
The journalism glow
up plan: Accessible
design edition
Why administrators
must let the student
media do its job

Workshop Descriptions
Advisers’ roundtable
This is an informal opportunity for advisers to share successes
and challenges and brainstorm solutions to common concerns.
How can WJEA better support you? Let’s talk.
Ask us anything with Bradley Warren & Jenny
Power
Jenny Power and Bradley Warren, KHQ Nonstop Local
We can ask any questions about what it really takes to get a job
in the industry and what students can start doing now to set
them up for work after graduation. We can share our
experiences, including some of the hardest parts, as well as what
stories we have done that have made it all worth it and the
impact that has come from the important work journalists do.
Basics of interviewing
Emma Epperly, The Spokesman-Review
You'll learn how to approach a source, prepare for an interview,
ensure your interview goes smoothly, and build long term
sources. The seminar will also touch on ensuring your source
isn't blindsided when a story comes out and reducing follow up
calls by getting all the information you need initially. Students will
gain confidence in their interviewing skills which will help them
write better and more complete stories.
Behind the book: Marketing and business
development of yearbook programs
Jen Johnson, Herff Jones
Overwhelmed with the all the things that come with being a
yearbook adviser? Designing and styling a book is only a portion
of the program. I am here to provide resources to marketing and
selling your yearbook. Having a yearbook is great! But having a
yearbook that makes you money is even better! Let's talk about
the different tools available and resources to help you make
money for your program!

Building better captions
Pia Longinotti, Freeman High School
Take your caption writing from a simple description of the
picture (or who's in it) to a longform caption that will tell the
story of the event.
Editing for champions
Emma Maple, The Whitworthian
Are you hoping to learn all the ins and outs of editing? We will
tackle all aspects of editing by looking at how to edit interviews
and direct quotes, how to edit for AP style and how to ensure
your story reads like a story! There will also be hands-on
opportunities for you to learn and put your skills to work.
Effective announcing for radio and podcasting
Kevin Grieves, Whitworth University and Tim Currigan and Filip
Timotija, Whitworth.fm
Whether you aspire to be a radio DJ or produce your own
podcast, your voice is a key part of connecting with your
audience. This workshop will focus on techniques and tips for
effective announcing. We will have microphones ready for you to
practice those techniques and tips, with experienced students
from Whitworth's student-run radio station Whitworth.fm
guiding you along the way.
How to use your camera to take great yearbook
photos
Matt Johnson, Herff Jones
Setting up your camera to take good photos can be
overwhelming. In this class you'll learn the settings that matter
most to the school journalist and how to use them.
Photography is rolling with the punches
Janna Juday, InSpirit StudioZ Photography
Being a photographer is about jumping in the middle of crazy
events and getting people to laugh and smile at you and not the
camera next to you. We'll talk about some techniques and the
basics, but I really want to share the difficulties and craziness that
is photography. How, in the middle of a baseball field with people

screaming around you can you get the ENTIRE team to look at
you and smile? How do you get the shy senior to calm down,
laugh a little, and take a great senior portrait that they actually
like? How do you get a full-fledged ADULT to smile?!
NATURALLY?! All this and more....
Pics or it didn't happen... Or did it?
Makena Busch, Mead High School
Struggling to find a story? Can't figure out what you should cover
or how? You could be missing the crucial ingredient every
journalist needs...a healthy dose of curiosity! Ignite your
imagination and find inspiration while honing your ability to dig up
the stories your students will LOVE to read!
Q&A with keynote presenter Taylor Maggiacomo
Join our keynote presenter for extended Q&A about creating
effective illustrations, infographics and data visualizations.
Servant leadership: What it means to be a student
leader in and out of the newsroom
Kyle Evers, The Whitworthian
In this workshop, Editor-in-Chief Kyle Evers will delve into the
complicated task of being a student leader, both in and out of the
newsroom. During this workshop Kyle will not only explain how
to approach student leadership from a practical understanding,
but also how to approach leadership in a style that puts others
first. You will be exposed to real life examples of leadership
challenges that impact how a student newsroom operates while
learning what it means to lead, grounded in serving others well so
that your publication and staff may thrive.
Sourcing
Carl Segerstrom, RANGE Media
In this workshop we'll talk about a central question of journalism:
Who should I talk to? We'll talk about ways to reach out to
people, the importance of gaining trust and consider the power
dynamics that dictate who does or does not end up getting
quoted by journalists.

The journalism glow up plan: Accessible design
edition
Lauren Sfeir, PayneWest Insurance
So, you’re ready to take your design skills to the next level?
Consider designing with accessibility in mind. Accessible design is
an opportunity to create impactful pieces for a wider audience.
From color to font, every choice matters and can be the
difference between a good and great visual. In this interactive
session, you will discover the benefits of inclusive design and tips
for adopting it in your publications. You will also explore real
world examples and apply your newly learned knowledge.
The same ole' story
Makena Busch, Mead High School
Bored of writing body copy and captions? Want to find a fun way
to tell stories in a creative way? Mods have now entered the chat.
Explore all the unique storytelling possibilities you can create
with a variety of mod formats designed to catch your reader's eye
and their imagination. Break down the approach your staff should
take to telling more stories in a less traditional way and avoid
those big boring blocks of copy.
What makes a great yearbook photograph?
Matt Johnson, Herff Jones
Knowing what to look for when taking photos is just as important
as how to take photos. In this class you'll learn the 4 things that
make a great yearbook photograph.
Why administrators must let the student media do
its job
Kathy Schrier, Washington Journalism Education Association
Even though Washington is one of 16 states with a law protecting
the rights of student journalists to determine the content in their
school news media, many school authorities still attempt to
censor and to control access to information. This session will
help you to understand your rights and will suggest what you can
do to fight back. What role does your adviser play in all this? The
answer might surprise you!

Weyerhaeuser Hall

HUB Cafeteria
All J-Day sessions take place in Weyerhaeuser Hall. On-campus
lunch opportunities are in the Hixson Union Building (HUB).
Problem or Questions?
Please go to the registration area in Weyerhaeuser Hall or call:
• Kathy Schrier (WJEA): 206-979-3234
• Pia Longinotti (WJEA): 509-435-3720
• Erica Salkin (Whitworth): 608-609-4945

Presenters
Makena Busch
Yearbook Adviser, Mead High School
Makena Busch, CJE, advises the Pantera yearbook at Mead H.S.,
where she teaches digital media, graphic design and yearbook. JEA
named Busch a 2019 Rising Star and a 2021 Special Recognition
Adviser. Her yearbooks have earned several state and national
awards including a CSPA Gold Crown, 3 NSPA Pacemakers, and a
Best of Show award. Prior to becoming a teacher she worked
professionally as both a freelance photographer and graphic
designer.
Emma Epperly
Reporter, The Spokesman-Review
Emma Epperly is a general assignment reporter at the SpokesmanReview. She came to Spokane in 2019 and spent her first three
years at the paper focused on breaking news and public safety
reporting. She is a 2018 graduate of Washington State University
and grew up in Montana.
Kyle Evers
EIC, The Whitworthian
Kyle Evers is a Senior at Whitworth University studying History
and Political Science. This is his third year as Editor-in-Chief of the
campus newspaper, The Whitworthian and eighth overall in
student media and student journalism. Kyle first became involved
with student media during his time at Hanford High School in
Richland, WA with the Gyre Yearbook and Altitude Newspaper
publications. As Editor-in-Chief of The Whitworthian, he
continues to lead his staff, and Editorial Board in the cultivation of
relevant and accurate student journalism for the entirety of the
Whitworth Community.
Kevin Grieves
Associate Professor, Whitworth University
Kevin Grieves, Ph.D., is an associate professor in the Department
of Communication Studies at Whitworth University in Spokane.

Before joining Whitworth in 2015, he taught for six years in the E.
W. Scripps School of Journalism at Ohio University. His primary
teaching areas are video and audio journalism, international media,
media ethics and media history. Grieves received his Ph.D. in mass
communication from Indiana University in 2009. Prior to that, he
worked in international television news in various capacities,
mainly as a producer and writer.
Jen Johnson
Sales and Service Rep, Herff Jones
Jen graduated from Brigham Young University Idaho in December
of 2021 with a bachelors degree in Business Management. She
started working with Herff Jones in December of 2022 and
focuses on the business managment side of the yearbook world.
She brings a balance to the husband/wife Johnson team by
providing counsel to yearbook advisers on best practices for
marketing and sales of their yearbook program.
Matt Johnson
Herff Jones Sales Rep, Herff Jones
Matt Johnson taught yearbook and photography in the high school
for 13 years. He now works for Herff Jones, helping other schools
with the things he is passionate about.
Janna Juday
Photographer, InSpirit StudioZ Photography
I've been in business for 10 years but I've been shooting for much
longer. I've had the opportunity to shoot for many businesses in
town, including being the photographer for the Spokane Indians
and the Spokane Chiefs. I love capturing peoples' smiles and
laughs and the emotions wrapped around an event. That sounds
boring. I shoot everything, like a raccoon surrounded by shiny
objects. I have a background in hard science but the arts have
always held a special place in my heart. In high school I was given a
camera and I haven't really put it down.

Pia Longinotti
Teacher, Freeman High School
Ms. Longinotti has been a journalism teacher for years and has
been the adviser for the Freeman yearbook for the last 4 years.
She brings a love of writing, interviewing and photography into
her classroom. She has been a Reynolds fellow, won the JEA
Rising Star award, and is one of the co-chairs of J-Day East.
Emma Maple
Co-EIC, the Whitworthian
I am a junior at Whitworth University majoring in
communications, sociology, and Peace Studies with a minor in
philosophy. Once I graduate, I plan to work in the journalism field
preferably doing human interest stories or investigative
journalism. I have been a reporter for my school newspaper, the
Whitworthian, for the past few years and this year I am
transferring to the Editor in Chief position.
Jenny Power
Anchor and Morning Reporter, KHQ Nonstop Local
Jenny Power joined KHQ and the Wake Up Show in December
2020. Her passions include covering breaking news at all hours of
the night and early morning as well as community events. Jenny
moved to Spokane from Missoula, MT after working at KHQ's
affiliate station KTMF in Missoula as a morning show reporter on
Wake Up Montana. Jenny graduated from the Edward R. Murrow
College of Communication at Washington State University in May
2019 with a double major in broadcast news and public relations
and a minor in sport management. While at WSU, Jenny worked
as a freelance production assistant for ESPN, Fox Sports and
PAC-12 Networks. Jenny also commuted to Spokane to intern at
KHQ. Jenny was very involved in WSU’s student newscast,
Murrow News 8. A show she co-anchored won a 2019 NATAS
NW Emmy for best collegiate newscast.
Kathy Schrier
Executive Director, Washington Journalism Education Association
Kathy Schrier has worked to promote better journalism, both in
and out of the classroom, since graduating from the University of

Wisconsin Madison in 1975. She has been a magazine publisher,
worked for the Washington News Council and has taught
journalism in Seattle Schools. As the current executive director of
WJEA, she provides support to teachers who advise student
media in Washington state. For years she promoted the passage
of student press rights legislation and finally, in 2018,
Washington's law guaranteeing First Amendment protection to
student journalists was signed by Gov. Jay Inslee. For her work to
further the rights of student journalists, she received the National
Scholastic Press Association Pioneer Award, the top honor given
by that organization.
Carl Segerstrom
Reporter-editor, RANGE Media
Creator of community journalism for Spokane & the Inland NW
as a co-owner @RANGEmedia4all. Former editor
@highcountrynews and Whitworth adjunct journalism professor.
(he/him)
Lauren Sfeir
Communications Associate, PayneWest Insurance
Lauren Sfeir graduated from Whitworth University in 2021 with a
degree in Journalism with minors in Film and Visual
Communication. Her previous roles have included being the
Yearbook Photo Editor and the Communications Specialist for
Whitworth’s Community Engagement Office. After graduating,
Sfeir was hired on as the Communications Associate at
PayneWest Insurance, where she designs and edits over 500
brochures per year. Sfeir has officially become a Spokane local;
however, she originally grew up in Beirut, Lebanon as a dual
citizen. Arabic is her second language and French is her third. One
of her favorite pastimes is traveling!

